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FT Flexitest™ switch
Technology timeline

ABB introduced the FT Flexitest 
switch and continues
to be a leader in innovation.

2023 
ABB expands the FT Flexitest switch cover offering 
by adding slotted covers with protective barriers 
for hanging tags for ease of circuit identification

2022
ABB introduces the ergonomic type FT-1 separate 
source test plug

2018 
•	 ABB introduces the FT-14D Flexitest switch for digital 

switchgear using current and voltage sensors
•	 ABB expands the FT Flexitest switch cover offering  

to incorporate the cover shield to cover hot blades 
during testing and maintenance

•	 ABB introduces the ergonomic type FT-14 separate 
source test plug

2017
ABB introduces threaded interlocking bars for ease and 
makes testing easier by redesigning Flexitest in-service 
and FT-14 test plug handle thumbnut knobs

2016
•	 White lettering added to the FT Flexitest switch, 

enabling easy identification of poles
•	 IP-41 certification obtained

2015
Shallow clear covers are introduced

2009
ABB introduces SafePlug, white raised 3-D numbering on  
back of switches and FT labels available for all switch types

2007 
Online configuration tool www.ft1switch.com launched

2006
Front-connected FT-1F and padlock safety feature introduced

2005
FT-14 switch introduced and becomes CSA certified

2004 
ABB uses fully automated production line for all switches,  
patents FT-19RX and introduces rear-extended FT-1X switch

2003
ABB introduces individual clear covers on FT-19R 
panel and 12-year product warranty

2001 
ABB introduces clear covers for FT-1

1996 
ABB introduces FT-19R

1995 
ABB introduces colored switch handles

1988 
ABB acquires Westinghouse operations in Coral Springs, FL 

1986
UL certification obtained

1980
Westinghouse moves operations to Coral Springs, FL

1978 
Class 1E certified switches available

1965
Westinghouse offers current shorting spring pole option

1964
Westinghouse creates first test switch  
developed originally from the electromechanical 
relays FT case

12-year
warranty

2019
REACH declaration obtained
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ABB Inc.
3022 NC 43 North
Pinetops, NC 27864
Phone: +1 252 827 3212

new.abb.com/medium-voltage/  
digital-substations
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We reserve the right to make technical 
changes or modify the contents of this 
document without prior notice. With regard 
to purchase orders, the agreed particulars 
shall prevail. ABB Inc. does not accept any 
responsibility whatsoever for potential 
errors or possible lack of information in  
this document.

We reserve all rights in this document  
and in the subject matter and illustrations 
contained therein. Any reproduction, 
disclosure to third parties or utilization  
of its contents – in whole or in parts – is 
forbidden without prior written consent  
of ABB Inc. Copyright© 2023 ABB
All rights reserved


